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' EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
I Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5981 -Home: (217) 348-7553 
87-68 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
RIVES ENDORSES REC FACILITY 
November 6, 1987 
CHARLESTON, IL.--The proposed $7 million Recreational Facility 
for Eastern Illinois University, to be voted on November 11, 
is badly needed, according to EIU President Stan Rives. 
In an open letter to the Student Body, Rives stated: "My 
position on the issue is: Students should and will decide the 
issue in the November 11th referendum, and I hope that on Wednesday 
students will approve construction of the additional recreational 
facilities." 
(more) 
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ADD 1/1/1/1/ RIVES ENDORSES 
He noted that the current campus recreational facilities 
were designed to service a student body of 6,500 and are not 
adequate to provide for the recreational needs of today's 10,000 
students. 
In addition to supporting the increasing emphasis on "fitness" 
by the students and society in general, Rives said adequate recreational 
facilities at Eastern are needed to keep the university competitive 
in future student enrollment. (Additional recreational facilities 
are now in the process of being provided at the University of 
Illinois, Southern Illinois University, and Illinois State University.) 
Other university officials note that since the newest EIU 
recreational facilities were constructed in 1967, participation 
in structured intramural activities have more than doubled. 
As a result of overcrowding of existing facilities, scheduling 
is critical and some intramural games have been scheduled until 
2 a.m. In addition, during the fall and winter months, intramural 
activities fully utilize the facilities and there is no place 
for informal drop-in recreation Monday through Thursday. 
Specific statistics show that in 1973, 409 teams participated 
in the intramurals. By 1987, the figure has grown to 800. Individual 
participations during informal sports hours have gone from 75,528 
in 1977 to more than 151,500 last year. 
Rives ended his statement by saying, "Again, the issue is 
appropriately in the hands of students. Regardless of where 
individuals stand on the issue, I urge all to vote in the referendum, 
Wednesday, November 11th." 
(more) 
ADD 2/2/2/2 RIVES ENDORSES 
In the referendum, EIU students will be asked to approve 
a fee increase of $75 for Spring 1989 semester to finance the 
construction of the recreational building and its operation. However, 
if bonds for the project are sold at a more favorable rate, the 
student fee will be adjusted downward. 
"The vast majority of student government leaders support 
this project 110 per cent, " said Deb Camren, Mt. Zion junior, 
current student body president. Camren said students may vote 
on Wednesday from 7:50 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the following locations 
on campus: Union Ballroom, Coleman Hall Stairwells, Science 
Building, and near The Buzzard Building Auditorium. 
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